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(Translation) 
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NOTICE OF REJECTION GROUNDS 



Patent Application; Filing No.: 2000-342622 

Date of drafting notice: Mar. 27, 2007 

Patent examiner: Satofumi IKED A 9475 5M00 

Applicant's attorney: Yoshiyuki OSUGA and another 

Applicable clauses: Section 29 body, Section 29(2) and Section 36 



This application is not allowed under below specified grounds. Applicant may submit an 
opinion letter within 60 days after the mailing date of this notice if the Applicant wishes to state any 
opinion relating to this notice. 



Grounds 

I. The present application is not compliant to provisions set forth in Section 36 (6) (ii) of the 

Patent Law in terms of the manner of claim descriptions as detailed below. 

Details 

■ Claims 1 - 5 

■ Remarks 

Claims 1 - 5, each, contain a phrase, 'positioning of each piece of information within an 
information source'. Here, the words 'positioning within an information source' is rather abstract 
and indefinite as to which technological feature it indicates and consequently it is impossible to 
understand from any of these claim descriptions which technological entity the layout data that is 
constituted from data describing positioning of each piece of information within an information 
source indicates. 
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Claims 3 and 5, each, contain a phrase, 'information piece that may possibly be required'. 
It is impossible to understand from any of these claim descriptions which technological entity this 
phrase 'information pieces that may possibly be required' indicates. 

It is therefore determined that invention recited in any of claims 1 - 5 is indefinite. 

II. Claims indicated below among those associated with the present application are not 
allowable because they are not compliant to provisions set forth under Section 29 (1) body as 
detailed bellow. 

Details 

■ Claims 1 - 3 

■ Remarks 

A phrase 'Information distributing method' appearing in claims 1 and 2 and a phrase 
'information receiving method' appearing in claim 3 are both ambiguous whether they are 
procedures along which a person can use a computer and accomplish a distribution and a reception 
of an information piece, or they are methods for operating a computer so as to have the computer 
functions either as an information distribution apparatus or as an information reception apparatus. 
When reading the entire sentence of each of these claims, it appears rather a set of behavioral 
schedule for a person to perform when the person uses a computer as a tool and for this reason what 
is recited in any of these claims is not considered an invention that is fit for industrial use (one may 
review Case Nos. 2-4, Section 3.2: Cases relating to separating inventions between statutory and 
non-statutory inventions, Chapter 1 : Computer's software related inventions, Part VII of Evaluation 
Standards for Patent and Utility Model Application). 

III. The inventions recited in below-identified claims of the present application are deemed to 
have been easy for an ordinary skilled person in the art to contemplate, before the present application 
has been filed, from inventions either disclosed in below listed documents distributed in Japan or in 
other countries or disclosed via electronic communication networks before the present application 
has been filed, therefore, are not patentable under provisions set forth in Section 29(2) of the Patent 
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Law. 

Detail (see List of reference documents 

provided below for details of documents indicated by document numbers) 

• Claims: 1,3, 4, and 5 

• Referenced documents: 1 

• Remarks 

Document 1 describes an invention that appears to be equivalent to the present invention 
(see, especially, paragraph 0049 and Fig. 12). 

• Claims: 2 

• Referenced documents: 1 - 3 

• Remarks 

An information search of a kind (called a search of an SDI type) conducted for finding 
pieces complying to preferences (a set of search conditions) of a user that have been stored into by 
the user in advance and are held in a subject search system, and represent an information-related 
inclination of the user is a process that can be accomplished only by a prior art technology as 
evidenced by descriptions found in document 2 (see, especially, paragraph 0005) and document 3 
(see, especially, paragraph 0006). And, therefore, it is easy for a person in the art to contemplate 
incorporating this prior art technology process with the document 1 invention. 

List of reference documents 

1 . Japanese Patent Application, Publication No: H06-3 11119 gazette 

2. Japanese Patent Application, Publication No: H09-445 1 6 gazette 

3. Japanese Patent Application, Publication No: HI 1-120190 gazette 



Record of prior art document searches performed 

• Search areas: IPC G06F 17/30 

Name of DB: JICST files (JOIS) 

• Prior art documents: 
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Japanese Patent Application; Publication No: H09-26992 gazette 
Japanese Patent Application; Publication No: H07-175825 gazette 
Japanese Patent Application; Publication No: H06-139291 gazette 
These documents listed under "Record of prior art document searches performed" do not 
constitute the present rejection grounds. 



Applicant may contact Examiner at the bellow stated contact point if they have any 
question or require an interview on this notice of rejection. 

Satofumi IKEDA, Electronic Commerce, Patent Examination, No.4 Department 
TEL: 03-3581-1101 ext: 3597, FAX: 03-3580-6906 
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